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Excel: Extract Text After a Character

The ability to manipulate textual data efficiently is central to advanced spreadsheet operations. In
Excel, the powerful TEXTAFTER function provides a streamlined method for extracting specific
segments of text located after a particular character or substring. This modern function removes
the need for complex nested formulas involving FIND, MID, and LEN, making data cleaning and
parsing significantly simpler for users handling large datasets.

Understanding the TEXTAFTER function's syntax is the first step toward leveraging its capabilities.

This function is highly versatile, offering several optional arguments that allow for precise control
over the extraction process, including defining which instance of the delimiter to use and how to
handle case sensitivity.

The complete syntax for the TEXTAFTER function is structured as follows:
TEXTAFTER(text, delimiter, , , ,)
Below is a detailed breakdown of each argument required by the function:

text: This is the mandatory input, referring to the cell or string containing the text you wish to
search and segment.

delimiter: This required argument specifies the character, characters, or substring that serves as
the boundary after which the text should be extracted.

instance_num (optional): This number indicates which occurrence of the delimiter should be
used as the starting point for extraction. A positive number searches from the start, while a
negative number searches from the end. The default value is 1.

match_mode (optional): Defines the search criteria for the delimiter. Use O for case-sensitive
matching (the default), or 1 for case-insensitive matching.

match_end (optional): A boolean argument (0 or 1) that determines whether to treat the end of
the text string as a final delimiter. This feature is disabled by default.

if_not _found (optional): Specifies the value that the function should return if the specified
delimiter is not located within the text string.

The subsequent examples demonstrate the most practical and common applications of the
TEXTAFTER function. All examples will utilize the following sample dataset, which contains

various text strings requiring parsing:
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A B C D
Phrase
Mike is our best player
Doug is our best player
Randy is our best player
Chad is our best player | think
Mark is probably our best player
Ryan is our best player
Mitch is definitely our best player
Karl is our best player
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Related: For more complex scenarios, you may also explore related text functions such as
TEXTBEFORE and TEXTSPLIT.

Example 1. Extract Text After a Specific Substring

A common requirement in data analysis is isolating information that consistently appears after a
specific phrase or identifier. In this example, we will focus on extracting all content that follows the
substring "is" within our dataset. Since the default setting for the TEXTAFTER function is to find
the first instance, the formula is concise and straightforward.

To perform this extraction, we enter the following formula into cell B2. This tells Excel to look at the
content of cell A2 and return everything found after the first occurrence of "is":

=TEXTAFTER(AZ2, "is")

Once the formula is entered in B2, we can apply it to the entire column by clicking and dragging the
fill handle down. This efficiently processes every text string in column A, producing the segmented
results in column B.
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B2 v i Jfx  =TEXTAFTER(A2, "is")
A B C
Phrase Text after "is"

Mike is our best player our best player
Doug is our best player our best player

1

2

3

. 4 Randy is our best player our best player

5 |Chad is our best player | think our best player | think

6 Markis probably our best player probably our best player
7 Ryan is our best player our best player
8 Mitch is definitely our best player definitely our best player
9 Karl is our best player our best player

As illustrated in the resulting table, Column B successfully contains the text that appeared in
column A immediately following the first instance of the substring "is." Note that this operation is
case-sensitive by default, meaning "Is" would be treated differently than "is."

Example 2: Extract Text After the First Space Character

Often, data parsing involves separating the first word from the remainder of a string, which can be
accomplished by using the space character as the delimiter. This is particularly useful when
isolating descriptive phrases or titles after a single identifier.

We can instruct the TEXTAFTER function to return everything after the very first space
encountered in cell A2 by using the space character (" ") as the delimiter in our formula, placed in
cell B2:

=TEXTAFTER(A2," ")

By implementing this simple formula and applying it down the column, we effectively isolate the tall
end of each string.
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B2 v i fx  =TEXTAFTER(A2,"")
A B C D

Phrase Text after first space

1

2 |Mike is our best player is our best player

3 Doug is our best player is our best player

4 Randy is our best player is our best player

5 Chadis our best player | think is our best player | think
6

7

8

9

Mark is probably our best player is probably our best player

Ryan is our best player is our best player
Mitch is definitely our best player is definitely our best player
Karl is our best player is our best player

10

11

12

13

14

The output in Column B demonstrates that all text segments in column A starting after the first
space character have been accurately extracted, providing a clean separation of the initial word
from the rest of the sentence.

Example 3: Extract Text After the Nth Instance of a Character

When dealing with complex strings containing multiple identical delimiters (such as spaces or
commas), it is essential to specify exactly which instance should serve as the cutting point. The
optional instance_num argument of the TEXTAFTER function allows for this precise control.

For instance, if we need to extract the text that appears only after the third space character in cell
A2, we must include the number 3 as the third argument in our formula. We input the following into
cell B2:

=TEXTAFTER(A2," ", 3)

After entering this formula, we drag it down column B to apply the logic across the entire dataset.
This operation tells Excel to count three spaces from the beginning of the string and return
everything thereafter.
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B2 v o Jx  =TEXTAFTER(A2,"",3)
A B

1 |Phrase Text after third space

2 |Mike is our best player |best player

3 Doug is our best player best player

4 Randy is our best player best player

5 Chadis our best player | think best player | think

6 Markis probably our best player our best player

7 Ryanis our best player best player

8 |Mitch is definitely our best player our best player

9 |Karl is our best player best player

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

The results confirm that Column B successfully isolated all text in column A following the third
space. This capability is invaluable for structured data formats where fields are separated by a
consistent number of spaces or characters.

Note: For advanced usage, including utilizing negative instance numbers to search from the end of
the string, consult the official Microsoft documentation for the TEXTAFTER function in Excel.

Additional Resources for Excel Text Manipulation

Mastering the TEXTAFTER function is a significant step in developing robust data cleaning skills.
However, Excel offers a suite of text manipulation tools that can be combined or used

independently to solve virtually any data parsing challenge.

The following tutorials explain how to perform other common tasks related to text handling and

data extraction in spreadsheets:
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