
PSYCHOLOGICAL STATISTICS statistics.arabpsychology.com

Learning Google Sheets QUERY:
Filtering Data with “Not Equal”

Conditions

Authored by

Mohammed looti

October 31, 2025

RECOMMENDED CITATION

Mohammed looti (2025). Learning Google Sheets QUERY: Filtering Data with “Not Equal”

Conditions. PSYCHOLOGICAL STATISTICS. Retrieved from

https://statistics.arabpsychology.com/?p=6799

https://statistics.arabpsychology.com/?p=6799
https://statistics.arabpsychology.com/?p=6799
https://statistics.arabpsychology.com/?p=6799
https://statistics.arabpsychology.com/?p=6799
https://statistics.arabpsychology.com
https://statistics.arabpsychology.com


Learning Google Sheets QUERY: Filtering Data with “Not Equal” Conditions 2

PSYCHOLOGICAL STATISTICS statistics.arabpsychology.com

The Google Sheets environment is a cornerstone for modern data analysis, and its most versatile

instrument is arguably the QUERY function. This function provides users with robust, SQL-like

capabilities, enabling complex data manipulation directly within the spreadsheet interface. A critical

requirement in almost any data task is the ability to filter out noise and focus specifically on

relevant subsets of information. This comprehensive guide is dedicated to mastering the use of the

"not equal" operator--a fundamental condition necessary for precise data exclusion within your

Google Sheets queries.

Effective data preparation hinges on precise filtering. Analysts frequently encounter scenarios

where they need to isolate data points that explicitly do not match certain criteria, such as

excluding specific product categories, filtering out completed tasks, or ignoring data from a

particular region. While selecting matching rows (using the equals operator) is common, the ability

to specify exclusion via the "not equal" operator provides far greater flexibility and control. We will

explore the syntaxes, practical applications, and crucial considerations for deploying this operator

effectively.

Understanding the Google Sheets QUERY Function

To leverage the power of exclusion via the "not equal" operator, a solid understanding of the

QUERY function structure is essential. At its core, the function acts as an engine that interprets

commands written in the Google Visualization API Query Language. This language is highly

declarative, instructing the spreadsheet exactly what data to retrieve and how to structure the

output.

The standard syntax requires three components, though one is optional: =QUERY(data,

query_string, ). The first argument, data, defines the entire range of cells that serves as your

source dataset (e.g., A1:Z100). The second, query_string, is the heart of the operation, containing

the SQL-like commands that dictate the filtering and presentation logic. Finally, the optional

headers argument specifies the number of rows designated as headers, influencing how the

function interprets column types.

data: Specifies the source range for the analysis. This must be a contiguous range of cells.

query_string: Written in double quotes, this string contains clauses like SELECT, WHERE,

GROUP BY, and ORDER BY, defining the operation.

headers (Optional): A numerical indicator of header rows. Proper setting ensures correct data type

recognition.

For implementing the "not equal" condition, we concentrate entirely on the query_string,

specifically utilizing the WHERE clause. The WHERE clause is the dedicated structure for applying

criteria, determining which rows are included or excluded from the final result set based on

conditional expressions.
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Syntax and Application of the "Not Equal" Operator

The "not equal" condition is defined using a relational operator--a symbol that tests the relationship

between two expressions. In the Google Sheets QUERY language, two primary symbols are

accepted for this purpose, both yielding the identical logical result: returning TRUE only if the values

being compared are different.

The two acceptable syntaxes for the "not equal" operator are:

!=: This is the standard notation widely recognized across programming languages and scripting

environments.

<>: This is an alternative syntax, often referred to as the SQL standard notation for inequality.

When integrated into the WHERE clause, either operator mandates that a row must be excluded

from the result set if the specified column's value matches the given criterion. This functionality is

pivotal for targeted data purification and refinement.

Method 1: Filtering Against a Single Criterion

The simplest application involves excluding rows based on a single condition. If, for example, your

goal is to view all records in your dataset except those associated with a specific identifier or status

(e.g., excluding 'Archived' items), the structure is highly intuitive. Note the necessity of single

quotes surrounding the value if it represents text data (a string).

=query(A1:C11, "select * where A != 'Value1'")

In this structure, A1:C11 defines the source data, select * retrieves all available columns, and the

condition where A != 'Value1' ensures only records where the content of column A is explicitly

different from 'Value1' are displayed. This method is the foundation for basic data exclusion.

Method 2: Excluding Based on Multiple Conditions

When filtering requirements become sophisticated, requiring the simultaneous exclusion of records

based on checks across multiple columns or values, we must incorporate Boolean operators such

as AND or OR. Using AND, we can enforce strict multi-criteria exclusion, ensuring that a row is only

returned if it fails to match *all* specified exclusion conditions.

=query(A1:C11, "select * where A != 'Value1' and B != 'Value2'")

This powerful construction filters the dataset by demanding that the value in column A is not

'Value1' AND, concurrently, the value in column B is not 'Value2'. If a record satisfies either of the
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inclusion criteria (i.e., it is not equal to 'Value1' AND not equal to 'Value2'), it is included in the final,

highly refined output. This allows for complex filtering across disparate columns.

Practical Demonstration: Filtering Player Data

To fully appreciate the utility of the "not equal" operator, we will apply these techniques to a

structured dataset within Google Sheets. Our sample data tracks fictional athlete statistics,

organized into three key columns: Position (Column A), Team (Column B), and Points (Column C).

The initial dataset spans the range A1:C11, providing a clear basis for our exclusion queries.

Scenario 1: Excluding a Single Position Type

Consider a scenario where a coach wishes to analyze the performance metrics of all players,

specifically excluding those designated as 'Guard'. This requires a direct application of the "not

equal" operator on Column A (Position). The goal is to filter out every row where the value in

Column A is exactly 'Guard'.

The precise formula used for this exclusion is:

=query(A1:C11, "select * where A != 'Guard'")
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When this formula is executed, the QUERY function iterates through the A1:C11 data range. The

select * command ensures all columns are retained, but the filtering criteria, where A !=

'Guard', dictates that only rows containing 'Forward' or 'Center' in the Position column are

returned. All players identified as 'Guard' are successfully excluded, streamlining the resulting

analysis.

The visual outcome confirms the efficacy of the single-criteria exclusion:

Scenario 2: Applying Combined Exclusion Criteria

For more granular control, we can introduce a compound filter that excludes data based on two

separate attributes simultaneously. Suppose the requirement is to analyze only those players who

are neither a 'Guard' (Column A) nor members of the 'Warriors' team (Column B). This complex

exclusion necessitates linking the two "not equal" conditions using the logical AND Boolean

operator.

The resulting formula structure must satisfy both negation statements:

=query(A1:C11, "select * where A != 'Guard' and B != 'Warriors'")

The logic here is strictly conjunctive: a row is retained only if both conditions are met. If a player is
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a 'Guard', they are excluded. If a player is on the 'Warriors' team, they are excluded. Only players

who are *not* 'Guard' AND *not* 'Warriors' pass the filter, demonstrating powerful, multi-

dimensional data exclusion capability.

The filtered output clearly reflects this dual restriction:

Critical Considerations for Accurate Exclusion

While the "not equal" operator appears straightforward, achieving predictable results requires

attention to two technical details: the inherent case-sensitivity of the QUERY function and strict

adherence to data types rules. Failing to account for these nuances can lead to incomplete filtering

or unexpected inclusions.

Handling Case-Sensitivity in Text Filtering

The Google Sheets QUERY function processes text comparisons in a case-sensitive manner. This

means that if you attempt to exclude the value 'Apple', the query will not exclude entries labeled

'apple' (lowercase) because the system treats them as distinct strings. If your source data

contains inconsistencies in capitalization, a standard exclusion query will fail to remove all

instances of the intended term.

To ensure comprehensive exclusion regardless of case, it is best practice to standardize the case

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Case-sensitivity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Data_type
https://support.google.com/docs/answer/3093343?hl=en
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Case-sensitivity
https://statistics.arabpsychology.com/?p=6799
https://statistics.arabpsychology.com
https://statistics.arabpsychology.com


Learning Google Sheets QUERY: Filtering Data with “Not Equal” Conditions 7

PSYCHOLOGICAL STATISTICS statistics.arabpsychology.com

within the query itself using the LOWER() or UPPER() scalar functions. By converting both the

column data and the exclusion criterion to a consistent case (e.g., lowercase), you guarantee that

all variations are successfully identified and excluded. For example, select * where lower(A)

!= 'guard' ensures that 'Guard', 'GUARD', and 'guard' are all excluded.

Maintaining Data Type Integrity

Proper handling of data types is non-negotiable for accurate filtering. The QUERY language

mandates specific formats for different types of values when used in a comparison:

Text (Strings): Must always be enclosed in single quotes (e.g., 'Excluded Region').

Numbers: Should never be quoted (e.g., C <> 50).

Booleans: Should not be quoted (e.g., D != TRUE).

Misquoting a numerical value (treating 50 as '50') or failing to quote a text value will invariably

result in a query error or, worse, a silent failure where the exclusion condition is ignored, leading to

unreliable data manipulation results.

Conclusion and Next Steps

Mastery of the "not equal" operator (!= or <>) provides a robust capability for targeted data

exclusion within the powerful Google Sheets QUERY function. By understanding how to implement

these relational operators, both individually and in conjunction with Boolean logic, users can

transform large datasets into highly focused, actionable reports. Consistent application of best

practices regarding case-sensitivity and strict adherence to data type syntax are paramount for

ensuring the accuracy and reliability of all exclusionary filters.

To continue building proficiency in advanced data querying within Google Sheets, we recommend

exploring related commands that allow for data summarization and organization, such as the

GROUP BY clause and aggregate functions. Further study will unlock the full potential of this

versatile spreadsheet tool.

The following resource offers further insights into complex query structures:

Google Sheets Query: How to Use Group By
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