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The Binomial Distribution is a cornerstone concept in modern statistics, providing a powerful

framework for modeling the outcome of experiments where there are only two possible results

(success or failure) and the trials are independent. It is used to predict the number of successes

observed in a fixed number of trials. For any data analyst or professional dealing with discrete

probability, mastering the calculation of probability using the specialized functions available in

Microsoft Excel is absolutely essential. This comprehensive tutorial will guide you through the

effective application of Excel's three primary functions designed specifically for handling binomial

probability questions:

BINOM.DIST: Used for calculating point and cumulative probabilities.

BINOM.DIST.RANGE: Used for calculating probabilities across a specific interval.

BINOM.INV: Used for inverse calculations to find the minimum number of successes required for a

given probability threshold.

BINOM.DIST: Calculating Point and Cumulative Probabilities

The BINOM.DIST function is arguably the most frequently used tool for binomial analysis in Excel.

It calculates the probability of observing a specific number of successful outcomes within a

predetermined set of trials, provided the success rate remains constant across all trials. Its

versatility allows users to determine either the exact likelihood of an outcome (known as the point

probability) or the likelihood of achieving outcomes up to and including a certain value (the

cumulative probability).

Understanding the required syntax is crucial for accurately applying this function. The structure of

BINOM.DIST clearly defines the key parameters of the underlying Binomial Distribution model:

BINOM.DIST(number_s, trials, probability_s, cumulative)

number_s: The count of successes (k) for which the probability is being sought.

trials: The total number of independent trials (n) conducted in the experiment.

probability_s: The fixed probability of success (p) occurring on any single trial.

cumulative: A logical argument, requiring either TRUE or FALSE. If set to TRUE, Excel calculates

the cumulative probability (P(X ≤ number_s)). If set to FALSE, it calculates the exact point

probability (P(X = number_s)).

The following practical scenarios demonstrate how to use the BINOM.DIST function effectively in

Excel, distinguishing between calculations for specific point probabilities and broader cumulative

ranges.
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Example 1: Finding an Exact Point Probability (P(X = k))

Consider the case of a basketball player: Nathan makes 60% of his free-throw attempts. If he

shoots 12 free throws, what is the exact probability that he successfully makes exactly 10?

To calculate the probability of precisely 10 successes out of 12 trials, we must ensure the fourth

argument, cumulative, is set to FALSE. This returns the probability mass function value P(X=10).

The specific formula utilized in Excel is: BINOM.DIST(10, 12, 0.6, FALSE)

Upon execution, the calculation reveals that the probability Nathan makes exactly 10 free throw

attempts out of 12 is approximately 0.063852.

Example 2: Calculating "Less Than or Equal To" Cumulative Probability (P(X

≤ k))

Imagine an experiment with a fair coin: Marty flips a fair coin 5 times. What is the probability that

the coin lands on heads 2 times or fewer?

Since we are interested in the range of outcomes from 0 up to and including 2 successes (P(X=0)

+ P(X=1) + P(X=2)), we must set the cumulative argument to TRUE. Because the coin is fair, the

success probability (p) is 0.5. The required Excel formula is: BINOM.DIST(2, 5, 0.5, TRUE)

The resulting cumulative probability that the coin lands on heads 2 times or fewer across 5 trials is

exactly 0.500000.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Probability
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cumulative_distribution_function
https://statistics.arabpsychology.com/?p=14086
https://statistics.arabpsychology.com
https://statistics.arabpsychology.com


Understanding and Applying the Binomial Distribution in Excel: A Step-by-Step Guide 4

PSYCHOLOGICAL STATISTICS statistics.arabpsychology.com

Example 3: Calculating "Greater Than" Probability Using the Complement

Rule (P(X > k))

Continuing the coin flip scenario: Mike flips a fair coin 5 times. What is the probability that the coin

lands on heads more than 3 times (i.e., 4 or 5 times)?

The BINOM.DIST function only calculates P(X ≤ k). To find the upper-tail probability P(X > 3),

which corresponds to P(X=4) + P(X=5), we must employ the fundamental Complement Rule of

probability: P(X > 3) = 1 - P(X ≤ 3). This necessitates using BINOM.DIST with the cumulative

argument set to TRUE, calculating P(X ≤ 3). The final Excel formula is structured as: 1 -

BINOM.DIST(3, 5, 0.5, TRUE)

By subtracting the cumulative probability up to 3 from 1, we find the probability that the coin lands

on heads more than 3 times is 0.1875. This technique is essential for calculating probabilities

involving ranges greater than a specific value.

BINOM.DIST.RANGE: Calculating Probabilities Across an Interval

While BINOM.DIST is powerful, calculating probabilities across a range (e.g., P(k1 ≤ X ≤ k2)) often

requires multiple steps: calculating P(X ≤ k2) and subtracting P(X ≤ k1-1). The

BINOM.DIST.RANGE function streamlines this process by efficiently calculating the probability that

the number of successes falls inclusively between two specified boundaries (k1 and k2). This

dedicated function eliminates the complexities of manual summing or reliance on the complement

rule for interval problems.

The syntax for BINOM.DIST.RANGE is designed to explicitly define the boundaries of the desired

probability interval, alongside the standard distribution parameters:

BINOM.DIST.RANGE(trials, probability_s, number_s, )

trials: The total count of independent trials (n) in the experiment.

probability_s: The constant probability of success (p) for each trial.

number_s: The minimum number of successes (k1) included in the range.
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number_s2: The maximum number of successes (k2) included in the range. This argument is

optional; if omitted, the function defaults to calculating the exact probability for only number_s

successes, making it equivalent to BINOM.DIST(..., FALSE).

The subsequent examples highlight the significant practical advantages of using

BINOM.DIST.RANGE to calculate probabilities that span multiple outcomes, demonstrating its

superiority over compounding multiple BINOM.DIST calculations.

Example 1: Probability Within a Simple Inclusive Range

Returning to the coin flip: Debra flips a fair coin 5 times. What is the probability that the coin lands

on heads between 2 and 4 times (inclusive)?

To find P(2 ≤ X ≤ 4), we input the total trials (5), the success probability (0.5), the minimum

success count (2), and the maximum success count (4). The concise formula is:

BINOM.DIST.RANGE(5, 0.5, 2, 4)

The probability that the coin lands on heads between 2 and 4 times, inclusive, is calculated as

0.78125.

Example 2: Applying Binomial Range to Survey Data

Consider a public opinion poll: It is known that 70% of men support a certain law. If 10 men are

randomly selected, what is the probability that between 4 and 6 of them support the law?

Here, we have 10 trials, a success probability of 0.7, and the desired range bounded inclusively by

4 and 6. The formula is structured to capture this interval efficiently: BINOM.DIST.RANGE(10, 0.7,

4, 6)
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The resulting probability that between 4 and 6 of the randomly selected men support the law is

approximately 0.339797.

Example 3: Handling Large Trial Counts for Interval Probability

Consider a high-volume trial scenario: Teri makes 90% (0.9) of her free-throw attempts. If she

shoots 30 free throws, what is the probability that she makes between 15 and 25 (inclusive)?

Calculating this probability manually using BINOM.DIST would require summing 11 separate point

probabilities or combining two cumulative calculations, making it prone to error.

BINOM.DIST.RANGE manages the 30 trials and the wide range (15 through 25) seamlessly. The

required formula is: BINOM.DIST.RANGE(30, .9, 15, 25)

The probability that she achieves between 15 and 25 successful free throws is approximately

0.175495.

BINOM.INV: Inverse Binomial Calculation for Thresholds

The BINOM.INV function addresses the inverse problem inherent in the Binomial Distribution.

Instead of finding the probability of a given number of successes, this function finds the smallest

integer threshold (k) such that the cumulative probability P(X ≤ k) meets or exceeds a specified

alpha level. This utility is particularly valuable in quality control, risk assessment, and establishing

minimum performance metrics based on a required confidence level.

The syntax for BINOM.INV is straightforward, requiring only the definition of the experiment and
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the target cumulative threshold:

BINOM.INV(trials, probability_s, alpha)

trials: The total number of trials (n).

probability_s: The constant probability of success (p).

alpha: The critical probability criterion, a decimal value between 0 and 1, representing the target

cumulative probability P(X ≤ k).

The following examples demonstrate how BINOM.INV is used to determine the minimum number

of successes necessary to satisfy a predetermined confidence or probability level.

Example 1: Finding the Minimum Successes for a 40% Threshold (10 Trials)

Consider the inverse problem: Duane flips a fair coin 10 times. What is the smallest number of

times the coin could land on heads (k) so that the cumulative binomial distribution P(X ≤ k) is

greater than or equal to 0.4?

We are solving for k where P(X ≤ k) ≥ 0.4. Given the trials (10) and success probability (0.5), the

formula is: BINOM.INV(10, 0.5, 0.4)

Excel calculates that the smallest number of times the coin must land on heads to satisfy the 0.4

cumulative probability criterion is 5.

Example 2: Finding the Minimum Successes with Increased Trials (20 Trials)

If we increase the scale of the experiment: Duane flips a fair coin 20 times. What is the smallest

number of times the coin could land on heads (k) so that the cumulative binomial distribution P(X ≤
k) is greater than or equal to 0.4?

Maintaining the same probability and alpha level but increasing the number of trials to 20 naturally

increases the required success count. The revised formula is: BINOM.INV(20, 0.5, 0.4)
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The smallest number of heads required such that the cumulative distribution function value is

greater than or equal to 0.4 is 9.

Example 3: Inverse Probability with a Higher Criterion (70% Threshold)

Let us adjust the threshold upward: Duane flips a fair coin 30 times. What is the smallest number of

times the coin could land on tails (k) so that the cumulative binomial distribution P(X ≤ k) is greater

than or equal to 0.7?

Although we are counting tails, the underlying success probability (p) for a fair coin remains 0.5.

We are determining the minimum k such that P(X ≤ k) ≥ 0.7 over 30 trials. The resulting formula is:

BINOM.INV(30, 0.5, 0.7)

The smallest number of tails required for the cumulative probability to meet or exceed 0.7 is 16.

Mastery of these three dedicated binomial functions--BINOM.DIST, BINOM.DIST.RANGE, and

BINOM.INV--empowers statisticians and analysts to quickly solve complex probability problems

directly within the familiar environment of Excel.
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