
PSYCHOLOGICAL STATISTICS statistics.arabpsychology.com

Use the Binomial Distribution in
Google Sheets

Authored by

Mohammed looti

October 31, 2025

RECOMMENDED CITATION

Mohammed looti (2025). Use the Binomial Distribution in Google Sheets.

PSYCHOLOGICAL STATISTICS. Retrieved from

https://statistics.arabpsychology.com/?p=6671

https://statistics.arabpsychology.com/?p=6671
https://statistics.arabpsychology.com/?p=6671
https://statistics.arabpsychology.com/?p=6671
https://statistics.arabpsychology.com
https://statistics.arabpsychology.com


Use the Binomial Distribution in Google Sheets 2

PSYCHOLOGICAL STATISTICS statistics.arabpsychology.com

The Significance of the Binomial Distribution in Data Analysis

The Binomial Distribution stands as a cornerstone concept in modern statistics, essential for

modeling outcomes where only two results are possible. This distribution precisely calculates the

likelihood of achieving a specific number of successes--denoted as k--within a fixed series of

independent trials, represented by n. Crucially, the calculation relies on knowing p, the constant

probability of success for any single experiment. Whether dealing with quality control inspections

(defective vs. non-defective), survey responses (yes vs. no), or sports performance analysis, the

Binomial Distribution provides a powerful framework for prediction.

Mastering the application of the Binomial Distribution is paramount for anyone engaged in data

analysis, as it transforms raw data into actionable insights regarding outcome likelihoods. While the

underlying mathematical formulas can be complex and time-consuming when calculated manually,

contemporary spreadsheet software drastically simplifies this process. This comprehensive guide

focuses on leveraging Google Sheets, a highly accessible and powerful tool, to efficiently compute

binomial probabilities across a spectrum of real-world scenarios.

Throughout this tutorial, we will detail the methods for calculating not only the exact probability of k

successes, but also the crucial cumulative probabilities necessary for predicting outcomes

involving ranges, such as "less than," "less than or equal to," "greater than," and "greater than or

equal to" thresholds. By the end of this guide, you will possess the practical skills to confidently

apply binomial probability methods directly within your Google Sheets environment, enhancing

your capacity for informed decision-making and statistical exploration.

Understanding the BINOMDIST Function Syntax in Google Sheets

To execute accurate binomial probability calculations within Google Sheets, the integrated

BINOMDIST function is indispensable. This function abstracts the complexity of the underlying

mathematical formulas, offering a direct and highly accessible method for determining binomial

probabilities. Designed for efficiency, BINOMDIST streamlines the analytical workflow, making

advanced statistical tasks manageable even for users who are not deeply specialized in statistical

programming.

Successful utilization of the BINOMDIST function hinges on correctly defining its four mandatory

arguments, which collectively describe the specifics of the binomial experiment and the desired

outcome. The strict syntax ensures that the function precisely computes the required probability

based on the parameters of the fixed trials and the known success rate. A clear understanding of

these components is crucial for both correct implementation and accurate interpretation of the

results.

The fundamental structure of the BINOMDIST function in Google Sheets is defined as:
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BINOMDIST(k, n, p, cumulative)

We delineate the purpose of each parameter below:

k: The specific number of successes of interest. For example, if analyzing 10 successful free

throws, k is 10.

n: The total number of trials or independent observations in the experiment. If 12 free throws are

attempted, n is 12.

p: The intrinsic probability of success for any single trial. This ratio must be expressed as a

decimal between 0 and 1 (e.g., 60% success rate is 0.6).

cumulative: A logical parameter (TRUE or FALSE) that dictates the type of calculation performed.

If set to FALSE, the function calculates the probability mass function (PMF), yielding the exact

probability of observing exactly k successes.

If set to TRUE, the function computes the cumulative distribution function (CDF), returning the

summed probability of observing k or fewer successes (i.e., the sum of probabilities for 0, 1, 2, ...,

up to k).

The subsequent examples will systematically apply this function across various probability

questions, illustrating how the choice of the cumulative parameter fundamentally alters the scope

of the calculation.

Example 1: Calculating the Probability of Exactly k Successes (PMF)

We begin our practical application by calculating a point probability, which addresses the likelihood

of achieving a single, exact number of successes. Consider a basketball player, Ty, whose

historical data shows a consistent 60% success rate (p = 0.6) on free throws. If Ty attempts 12 free

throws (n = 12), we want to determine the precise probability that he will successfully make

exactly 10 shots (k = 10).

To isolate this single outcome using the BINOMDIST function in Google Sheets, it is mandatory to

set the cumulative argument to FALSE. This setting instructs the function to calculate the

Probability Mass Function (PMF) for that specific point, rather than summing up multiple

possibilities. Our required parameters are clearly defined: the number of successes (k=10), the

total number of trials (n=12), and the probability of success per trial (p=0.6).

The resulting formula entered into a cell in Google Sheets is structured as follows:

=BINOMDIST(10, 12, 0.6, FALSE)

The visualization below confirms the correct implementation of this formula within the spreadsheet
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environment, demonstrating the input values and the calculated result.

Upon computation, Google Sheets yields a probability of approximately 0.0639. This result means

that Ty has roughly a 6.39% chance of making exactly 10 out of his 12 free throws. This calculation

underscores the utility of the Binomial Distribution in precisely quantifying the likelihood of specific,

isolated events within a fixed sequence of binary trials.

Example 2: Calculating the Probability of Less Than k Successes

Moving beyond point probabilities, we now address cumulative probability questions. Maintaining

Ty's statistics (n=12 trials, p=0.6 success rate), we seek the probability that he achieves less than

10 successes. This phrasing implies a strict inequality (k < 10), meaning we must sum the

probabilities for outcomes ranging from 0 up to, and including, 9 successful free throws.

The key to solving "less than" scenarios is recognizing that the BINOMDIST function, when

cumulative is set to TRUE, calculates the probability for "k or fewer" successes. Therefore, to find

the probability of less than 10 successes, we must calculate the cumulative distribution function

(CDF) up to the value immediately preceding 10, which is 9. This ensures that the outcome of

exactly 10 is excluded from the summation.

For this specific calculation, the parameters are set as: k = 9 (the upper limit of successes), n = 12

(12 total trials), p = 0.6 (probability per trial), and cumulative = TRUE. This configuration ensures
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we sum the probabilities of all outcomes from 0 to 9 successful free throws.

The necessary formula for this calculation is:

=BINOMDIST(9, 12, 0.6, TRUE)

The image provided below visually represents the input and the resultant output of this cumulative

probability formula in the spreadsheet.

The resulting probability is approximately 0.9166. This substantial figure confirms that, given Ty's

60% success rate, there is a high likelihood (about 91.66%) that he will make 9 or fewer free

throws out of 12 attempts, illustrating how the cumulative function efficiently aggregates the

probabilities of numerous outcomes.

Example 3: Calculating the Probability of Less Than Or Equal to k Successes

This scenario represents the most straightforward application of the cumulative distribution function

(CDF). We are looking for the probability that Ty makes less than or equal to 10 free throws (P(X

≤ 10)) out of his 12 attempts (n=12, p=0.6). This query directly maps to the function's cumulative

mode, requiring the summation of probabilities from the lowest possible outcome (0) up to the

specified threshold (10).
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When the cumulative parameter of BINOMDIST is set to TRUE, the function is designed to

calculate P(X ≤ k). Therefore, to find P(X ≤ 10), we simply use 10 as our k value. This direct

approach simplifies the statistical task significantly, as no manual adjustments to the k value are

needed. The parameters are: k = 10 (up to and including 10 successes), n = 12, p = 0.6, and

cumulative = TRUE.

The correct formula implemented in Google Sheets for this inclusive scenario is:

=BINOMDIST(10, 12, 0.6, TRUE)

The following screenshot demonstrates the practical application of this formula within Google

Sheets, illustrating how the input leads to the calculated output.

The computed probability for Ty making less than or equal to 10 free throws is approximately

0.9166. It is essential to note that while this result mathematically equals the probability of "less

than 10" (P(X < 10)) in Example 2, this similarity often occurs due to low probabilities at the upper

end of the distribution. Conceptually, P(X ≤ 10) is calculated as P(X < 10) + P(X = 10), confirming

that the CDF correctly sums all relevant outcomes up to and including 10.
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Example 4: Calculating the Probability of Greater Than k Successes

In contrast to the previous examples, we now investigate scenarios involving upper-tail

probabilities--that is, outcomes that exceed a specific threshold. We want to find the probability that

Ty makes greater than 10 free throws (P(X > 10)). Since the maximum number of trials is 12, this

calculation requires summing the probabilities for exactly 11 and exactly 12 successes.

Because the BINOMDIST function only calculates cumulative probabilities for "k or fewer," we

must employ the fundamental complement rule: P(A) = 1 - P(A'). To find P(X > 10), we calculate 1

minus the probability of the complement event, which is P(X ≤ 10). Therefore, we utilize the CDF

function to find the cumulative probability of 10 or fewer successes and subtract this result from 1.

For the internal BINOMDIST calculation, the parameters are: k = 10 (the maximum value to be

excluded), n = 12, p = 0.6, and cumulative = TRUE. The final formula structure in Google Sheets

must incorporate the subtraction from 1 to yield the correct upper-tail probability (P(X > 10) = 1 -

P(X ≤ 10)).

The required formula is:

=1-BINOMDIST(10, 12, 0.6, TRUE)

The visual representation below shows the entry and calculation of this complement rule formula in

the spreadsheet.
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Executing this calculation results in a probability of approximately 0.0196. This low probability

(1.96%) indicates that it is quite unlikely for Ty, with his 60% success rate, to make 11 or 12 free

throws out of 12 attempts, confirming the statistical rarity of achieving outcomes significantly above

the expected mean.

Example 5: Calculating the Probability of Greater Than or Equal to k

Successes

Our final application addresses the inclusive upper-tail probability: determining the chance that Ty

achieves greater than or equal to 10 free throws (P(X ≥ 10)). This means we are calculating the

cumulative probability of making 10, 11, or 12 shots. This scenario requires a subtle, yet crucial,

adjustment when applying the complement rule compared to the previous example.

To calculate P(X ≥ 10), we must find the complement event, which is P(X < 10). The CDF in

BINOMDIST, set to TRUE, calculates "k or fewer." Since we want to exclude 10 itself but include

10 in our final probability, the complement we subtract must be "9 or fewer successes." Therefore,

the necessary cumulative value to subtract from 1 is P(X ≤ 9).

Consequently, the parameters for the internal cumulative distribution function calculation are: k = 9

(the upper bound of the excluded range), n = 12, p = 0.6, and cumulative = TRUE. The overall

formula implements the logic: P(X ≥ 10) = 1 - P(X ≤ 9).
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The precise formula required for execution in Google Sheets is:

=1-BINOMDIST(9, 12, 0.6, TRUE)

The following screenshot provides a visual guide to entering this formula into Google Sheets and

observing the calculated outcome.

Upon computation, the probability that Ty makes greater than or equal to 10 free throw attempts

out of 12 is approximately 0.0834. This probability is higher than the "greater than 10" scenario

because it now includes the possibility of making exactly 10 shots, demonstrating how slight

adjustments in the probability question can lead to different yet logically consistent results.

Conclusion and Advanced Tools

The ability to calculate binomial probabilities efficiently in Google Sheets is a critical skill for

statistical analysis, allowing users to move beyond theoretical understanding to practical

application. By mastering the usage of the BINOMDIST function and correctly interpreting the role

of the cumulative parameter--whether for calculating exact probabilities (PMF) or cumulative

probabilities (CDF)--you can accurately model the likelihood of various outcomes in any fixed set of

binary trials.

https://www.google.com/sheets/about/
https://www.google.com/sheets/about/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bernoulli_trial
https://statistics.arabpsychology.com/?p=6671
https://statistics.arabpsychology.com
https://statistics.arabpsychology.com


Use the Binomial Distribution in Google Sheets 10

PSYCHOLOGICAL STATISTICS statistics.arabpsychology.com

As a bonus tip for further streamlining your work, while Google Sheets is highly versatile, dedicated

online tools can often expedite complex binomial probability calculations and provide enhanced

visualizations. Specialized calculators can instantly compute probabilities for any combination of n

(trials), k (successes), and p (success rate), sometimes offering functionalities not readily available

in general spreadsheet software. These tools are excellent supplements for verification and rapid

modeling.

Further Exploration and Statistical Resources

For individuals committed to deepening their knowledge of statistical modeling, a thorough

understanding of the Binomial Distribution is non-negotiable. This distribution serves as a

foundational element in fields ranging from quality assurance and clinical trials to financial

modeling and predictive analytics, making continued study highly valuable.

We recommend exploring official statistical documentation, academic papers, and advanced

tutorials to further enhance your grasp of binomial probability and its broader context within

statistics and data science:

Explore Google Sheets documentation for advanced array formulas and statistical functions:

Binomial Distribution calculator.

Review resources on discrete probability distributions to contextualize the Binomial Distribution

relative to other models like the Poisson or Geometric distributions.
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